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Pursuits you

Pair a love of the countryside with a passion for
fashion and you get Bella Hoskyns, designer of cool
country clothing. She talks to Stephanie Smith.
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launched last year by Arabella Hoskyns-
Abrahall,a woman wholoves fashion and
countrylife in equal measure.

“Thave absolutely no training in
fashion; she says. Originally from rural

child, as had he and Arabella since their
student days. Itwas the place they loved
most, sothey decided tomove there.

Soon, Margot, now eight, and Rollo, now
six, were joined by Fergus, now two. It

inglish ‘Fergus Arabella
and Film at Neweastle University -a decided togofor it and start her clothing
‘mistake “I'd always loved line. “T} into place;” she
clothes, loved magazines, and I should have - says. “Whereas  had struggled 13 years
goneintoitat i » agotofi ‘my products, I
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lawyer, and now her husband. They moved
toLondon, where Arabella worked for
afashi

ifanyone knew anyone who sewed and
they said ‘yes, go upstairs, and there was a

designers,and then for Tatler magazine.
“Id always wanted to have a
country clothing range she says. “Id
had afew things made for
myself,because  hadn't
been able to find anything
Iwanted to wear, and
got great feedback, and
thought ‘well hang on a
minute, I can do this”
Arabella and Bertie
both enjoyed country
pursuits such as
shooting, but she
remained less than
impressed by the
clothingavailable. She
says: “The things that
were out there to buy
looked a bit new. They weren't
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This was Becea Losh, whose expertise
has proved invaluable. Not long
after, Arabella found fabrics and a
‘manufacturer. “Itjust seemed
to come together, and that's
how it continued” she say
Initially nervous
about presenting her
first, admittedly small,
countrywear collection.
afriend persuaded
hertotake part in the
Northumbria County Show.
“Iwasn't really ready, but
got great feedback, eritical
and positive;” she says.
Design-wise, Arabella
notes how she wantsa
garment tolook

t and move, gives that to sample




DISCOVER
HARVEYS

Halifax's premier
shopping destination

CATCHING A
PPERCH: Main
pictureleftand
above, swing coats,
with prices starting
from £340;right,
gilts cost from
£190 upwards,
‘with men's gilets
coming soon; inset
opposite, hacking
Jacket, £290.
cReoms:
ALLCLOTHES BY BELLA
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THE HALIFAX DEPARTMENT STORE.
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ok Commercial Street, Halifox HX1 1L
oo i Tel: 01422 331188
o ! wwwharveysofhalifox.co.uk

TeEs wooeLs. : Open: Mon to Saf 9am-5.30pm

Meet and Eat in the

‘Upstairs at Harveys’
Restaurant
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The unplastic jacket

Made proper in Yorkshire

ALEADING BOUTIQUE N THE 141 OF LEEDS

CBridil gownis by
RITAMAE,RONALD JOYCE
ENZ0AN SEAUTFUL

AND BENIAHI ROBERTS

A ASOUTTH YENSE WORLE 55




